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It is normal that children should in a certain sense marry
their parents. This is as important psychologically, as
biologically it is necessary that some of the Hmbs of the family
tree should be sacrificed if a good race is to be produced.
Through the influence of the parental imago continuity is
established, a reasonable prolongation of the past into the
present. Either too much or too little of such influence is
unhealthy.
In so far as a positive or negative resemblance to the
parents is the decisive motive in the love-choice, we cannot
speak of a complete release from the parental image and in
this respect childhood still persists, Although childhood
must, in a sense, be brought along for the sake of continuity,
this should not be at the expense of further development.
When, towards the middle of life, the last gleam of childish
illusion fades—this it must be owned is only true of an almost
ideal life, for many go as children to their graves—then the
archetype of the mature man emerges from the parental
image, an image of man as woman has known him from the
beginning of time, and an image of woman that man has
carried within him eternally.
There are indeed many men who can describe exactly,
even to individual details, the image of woman that they
carry in their minds. (Of the masculine archetype I have
met few women who could give as exact a picture.) Just
as the primordial image of the mother is a composite image
of all pre-existing mothers, the image of the anima is similarly
a supra-individual image. So true is this that the image
reveals closely corresponding features in men of wide
individual variation, and one can almost reconstruct a definite
type of woman from this image. The most salient fact
about this type of woman is that the maternal, in the usual
sense of the word, is entirely lacking, She is companion
and friend, in her favourable aspect; in her unfavourable
role, she is the courtesan. You find these types in fantastical
romances often very accurately described with all the

